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Explores the narratives and dialogues of the Upanisads and shows that these literary elements are central to
an understanding of Upanishadic philosophy.

This groundbreaking book is an elegant exploration of the Upanisads, often considered the fountainhead of
the rich, varied philosophical tradition in India. The Upanisads, in addition to their philosophical content,
have a number of sections that contain narratives and dialogues—a literary dimension largely ignored by the
Indian philosophical tradition, as well as by modern scholars. Brian Black draws attention to these literary
elements and demonstrates that they are fundamental to understanding the philosophical claims of the text.

Focusing on the Upanisadic notion of the self (&#257tman), the book is organized into four main sections
that feature a lesson taught by a brahmin teacher to a brahmin student, debates between brahmins,
discussions between brahmins and kings, and conversations between brahmins and women. These dialogical
situations feature dramatic elements that bring attention to both the participants and the social contexts of
Upanisadic philosophy, characterizing philosophy as something achieved through discussion and debate. In
addition to making a number of innovative arguments, the author also guides the reader through these
profound and engaging texts, offering ways of reading the Upanisads that make them more understandable
and accessible.

“Black’s book is well researched and intelligent … Most impressive is his ability to bring out the concrete
and the social in these narratives, including issues of wealth, prestige, regional rivalry, and gender relations.”
— Journal of the American Oriental Society

“…[an] innovative and stimulating account of early Indian thought.” — History of Religions

“…among the first to analyze the Upanisadic texts as literature as well as foundational philosophical texts …
Black’s effortless writing style does not over-simplify, but draws together a vast amount of background
information in order to enrich the characterisations of the leading teachers in the Upanisads.” — Culture and
Religion

“This is an outstanding book.” — Patrick Olivelle, editor of Between the Empires: Society in India 300 BCE
to 400 CE

“This is the finest, most insightful, and most theoretically sophisticated book on the Upanisads I have ever
read. For years I have had students come up to me after class and ask me to recommend a book on the
Upanisads and I never could. Now, at last, we have a long critical read of these texts from a multitheoretical
perspective: sociological, historical, rhetorical, and gendered.” — Jeffrey J. Kripal, author of The Serpent’s
Gift: Gnostic Reflections on the Study of Religion
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From reader reviews:

Debbie Bennett:

With other case, little folks like to read book The Character of the Self in Ancient India: Priests, Kings, and
Women in the Early Upanisads (S U N Y Series in Hindu Studies). You can choose the best book if you like
reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a book The Character of the Self in Ancient
India: Priests, Kings, and Women in the Early Upanisads (S U N Y Series in Hindu Studies). You can add
know-how and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from
book you can know everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you can be known. About
simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book as well
as searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the
library. Let's learn.

Lawrence Elam:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some of
you maybe will update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to you is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Character of the Self in Ancient
India: Priests, Kings, and Women in the Early Upanisads (S U N Y Series in Hindu Studies) is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this
era.

Joshua Atkins:

The guide untitled The Character of the Self in Ancient India: Priests, Kings, and Women in the Early
Upanisads (S U N Y Series in Hindu Studies) is the e-book that recommended to you to study. You can see
the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to anyone. The language that author use to explained
their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, and so the
information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of The
Character of the Self in Ancient India: Priests, Kings, and Women in the Early Upanisads (S U N Y Series in
Hindu Studies) from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Ruby Martinez:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By
the book The Character of the Self in Ancient India: Priests, Kings, and Women in the Early Upanisads (S U
N Y Series in Hindu Studies) we can take more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? Being creative
person must want to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't be



doubt to change your life with this book The Character of the Self in Ancient India: Priests, Kings, and
Women in the Early Upanisads (S U N Y Series in Hindu Studies). You can more inviting than now.
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