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"Do not forget that ‘ skill and integrity' are the keys to success.” Thiswas the last piece of advice on alist
Will Thurmond gave his son Strom in 1923. The younger Thurmond would keep the words in mind
throughout hislong and colorful career as one of the South's last race-baiting demagogues and as a national
power broker who, along with Barry Goldwater and Ronald Reagan, was a major figure in modern
conservative politics.

But as the historian Joseph Crespino demonstrates in Strom Thurmond's America, the late South Carolina
senator followed only part of hisfather's counsel. Political skill was the key to Thurmond's many successes,
a consummeate opportunist, he had less use for integrity. He was a thoroughgoing racist?he is best
remembered today for his twenty-four-hour filibuster in opposition to the Civil Rights Act of 19577but he
fathered an illegitimate black daughter whose existence he did not publicly acknowledge during his lifetime.
A onetime Democrat and labor supporter, he switched parties in 1964 and helped to dismantle New Deadl
protections for working Americans.

If Thurmond was a great hypocrite, though, he was also an innovator who saw the future of conservative
politics before just about anyone else. As early as the 1950s, he began to forge alliances with Christian Right
activists, and he eagerly took up the causes of big business, military spending, and anticommunism.
Crespino's adroit, lucid portrait reveals that Thurmond was, in fact, both a segregationist and a Sunbelt
conservative. The implications of thisinsight are vast. Thurmond was not a curiosity from a bygone era, but
rather one of the first conservative Republicans we would recognize as such today. Srom Thurmond's
Americais about how he made his brand of politics central to American life.
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From reader reviews:
Katherine Humphrey:

With other case, little folks like to read book Strom Thurmond's America. Y ou can choose the best book if
you appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know about how isimportant a book Strom Thurmond's
America. You can add information and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right,
because from book you can know everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will be
known. About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we are able to open
abook aswell as searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. Y ou can utilize it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

Ray Ortiz:

Here thing why this Strom Thurmond's America are different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading a
book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as scrumptious as
food or not. Strom Thurmond's America giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any
reserve out there but there is no guide that similar with Strom Thurmond's America. It gives you thrill
reading through journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the world
which is maybe can be happened around you. Y ou can easily bring everywhere like in recreation area, café,
or even in your method home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book
maybe the form of Strom Thurmond's Americain e-book can be your aternative.

Hazel Park:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Strom Thurmond's America book is readable simply by you who hate those straight
word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving even
decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer of Strom Thurmond's America content conveys
prospect easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content
but it just different by means of it. So, do you even now thinking Strom Thurmond's Americais not loveable
to be your top listing reading book?

Tony Partee:

Exactly why? Because this Strom Thurmond's Americais an unordinary book that the inside of the guide
waiting for you to snap that but latter it will surprise you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book
close to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such wonderful way makes the content interior
easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning entirely. So, it isgood for you for not
hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you alot of positive
aspects than the other book have such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking means. So , till
want to hold up having that book? If | ended up you | will go to the guide store hurriedly.
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