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Modern studies of classical utopian thought are usually restricted to the Republic and Laws of Plato,
producing the impression that Greek speculation about ideal states was invariably authoritarian and
hierarchical. This book, however, sets Plato in the context of the whole ancient tradition of philosophical
utopia. It distinguishes two types of Greek utopia, relating both to the social and the political background of
Greece between the fifth and third centuries B.C. There was a lower utopianism, meant for literal
implementation, which arose from the Greek colonizing movement, and a higher theoretical form which
arose from the practical utopias. Dawson focuses on the higher utopianism, whose main theme was total
communism in property and family. He attempts to reconstruct the lost utopian works of the Stoics, arguing
that their ideal state was universal and egalitarian, in deliberate contrast to the hierarchical and militaristic
utopia of Plato; and that both theories were intended to bring about long-range social reform, though neither
was meant for direct implementation. Dawson offers an explanation for the disappearance of the utopian
tradition in the later Hellenistic age. A final chapter traces the survival of communistic ideas in early
Christianity.
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From reader reviews:

Valerie Garrison:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can realize everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Close to that
you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve Cities of the Gods: Communist Utopias in Greek
Thought will make you to always be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know
about almost everything. But some of you think this open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is
far from make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suited book
with you?

Charles Branch:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
aren't like that. This Cities of the Gods: Communist Utopias in Greek Thought book is readable by simply
you who hate those straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable looking at
experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer connected
with Cities of the Gods: Communist Utopias in Greek Thought content conveys prospect easily to understand
by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different by means of it.
So , do you even now thinking Cities of the Gods: Communist Utopias in Greek Thought is not loveable to
be your top listing reading book?

Sally Kim:

Beside this Cities of the Gods: Communist Utopias in Greek Thought in your phone, it could give you a way
to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh
from your oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow community. It is
good thing to have Cities of the Gods: Communist Utopias in Greek Thought because this book offers to you
personally readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you rarely get what it's exactly about. Oh
come on, that wil happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be
questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this book as well
as read it from currently!

Robert Tanaka:

This Cities of the Gods: Communist Utopias in Greek Thought is brand new way for you who has curiosity
to look for some information because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you upon it getting
knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having bit of digest in reading this Cities of the Gods:
Communist Utopias in Greek Thought can be the light food for yourself because the information inside that
book is easy to get through anyone. These books build itself in the form that is certainly reachable by
anyone, sure I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel tired



even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is not any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find
what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book sort for your
better life along with knowledge.
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