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This primer for teachers (prospective and practicing) asks students to question the historical present and their
relation to it, and in so doing, to construct their own understandings of what it means to teach, to study, to
become "educated." Curriculum theory is presented as the interdisciplinary study of educational experience.
The mentral concept of curriculum studies as a "complicated conversation" is explored.

Within this framework, Pinar offers a compelling interpretation of contemporary "school reform" policies
and practices, and an explication of curriculum theory's power to bring forth understanding, resistance, and
change. His argument is this: Public education today is dominated by a conservative agenda based on a
business model of education focused on the "bottom line" (test scores). The origins of this agenda go back to
the 1950s, when gendered anxieties over the Cold War and racialized anxieties over school desegregation
coded public education (not for the first time) as "feminized" and "black." The nature of many politicians'
and some parents' criticisms of public education is intelligible only as a recoding of these gendered and
racialized anxieties, deferred and displaced from their originating events onto "school reform." This has
rendered the classroom a privatized and racialized domestic sphere which politicians--mostly (white) men--
endeavor to control, disguised by apparently commonsense claims of "accountability." What is dangerously
at stake is academic freedom and control of the curriculum--what teachers are permitted to teach, what
children are permitted to study.

This text offers both an understanding of the problem and a way to address it. Pinar uses the concept of
currere--the Latin infinitive of curriculum--to describe an autobiographical method that provides a strategy
for self-study, a way for both individuals and groups to understand their situations, leading to action.
Through currere, it is possible for educators to begin to reconstruct the public sphere--now a "shopping
mall" in which citizens and students have been reduced to consumers--by connecting academic knowledge to
their students (and their own) subjectivities, to society, and to the historical moment. In doing so, they can
take back (relative) intellectual freedom and rebuild schooling to speak to persisting problems of race, class,
and gender. It is this link, this promise of education for our private-and-public lives as Americans, that
curriculum theory enables.

Comprehensive and ground-breaking, What Is Curriculum Theory? is indispensable for scholars and students
worldwide across the fields of curriculum studies, foundations of education, educational policy, school
reform, and teacher education.
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From reader reviews:

Arturo Hasan:

Here thing why this What Is Curriculum Theory? (Studies in Curriculum Theory Series) are different and
reputable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good however it depends in the content of computer
which is the content is as delightful as food or not. What Is Curriculum Theory? (Studies in Curriculum
Theory Series) giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any guide out there but
there is no guide that similar with What Is Curriculum Theory? (Studies in Curriculum Theory Series). It
gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the
world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in playground, café, or
even in your technique home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe
the form of What Is Curriculum Theory? (Studies in Curriculum Theory Series) in e-book can be your
option.

Laura Enriquez:

This What Is Curriculum Theory? (Studies in Curriculum Theory Series) are generally reliable for you who
want to be described as a successful person, why. The reason why of this What Is Curriculum Theory?
(Studies in Curriculum Theory Series) can be among the great books you must have is usually giving you
more than just simple examining food but feed an individual with information that probably will shock your
preceding knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever
your conditions both in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this What Is Curriculum Theory? (Studies in
Curriculum Theory Series) giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you
demo of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Keith Vanwagoner:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or maybe playing video
games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a book. It is
really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day every day to
reading a reserve. The book What Is Curriculum Theory? (Studies in Curriculum Theory Series) it is
extremely good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying
reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy typically the e-
book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this
book provides high quality.

Irish Watts:

What Is Curriculum Theory? (Studies in Curriculum Theory Series) can be one of your basic books that are
good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that can



increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information.
The article author giving his/her effort to place every word into joy arrangement in writing What Is
Curriculum Theory? (Studies in Curriculum Theory Series) although doesn't forget the main stage, giving the
reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource details that maybe you can be among it. This great
information can certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial thinking.
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