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James Madison’s family traditions were wholly colonial and extended back to the first settlement of
Virginia. With the mother country he had no living connection, and only one member of the family, his
second cousin, Rev. James Madison, received any part of his education there. England was not, therefore,
home to the Madison’s as it was to many other Virginia families, and there were no divisions of the house
and consequent heartburning when the separation came, but all of them embraced the patriot cause in the
beginning and without hesitation. From the shores of Chesapeake Bay, where James Madison’s direct
ancestor, John Madison, received a patent for lands in 1653, the family pushed its way inland towards the
Blue Ridge Mountains, and his grand-father, Ambrose, occupied the tract in Orange County where his father,
James, and himself spent their entire lives. He was thus completely a Virginian, and his life was well rooted,
as George Eliot has expressed it, in a spot of his native land, where it received "the love of tender kinship for
the face of earth." During the eighty-four years of his life he was never continuously absent from Montpelier
for a twelvemonth.

The Virginia convention of 1776 was composed chiefly of men past the middle period of life; but there was a
small circle of young members who afterwards rose to eminence, among whom was Madison, then but
twenty-three years old. He was known personally too few of his colleagues and was mastered by a shrinking
modesty, which kept him in the background; but he had the reputation of being a scholar and was put on the
committee to draw up the Declaration of Rights. He made one motion in the convention, offering a substitute
to the clause relating to religious freedom. It was not accepted as he presented it, but a modification,
eliminating a chief objection to the clause as originally presented by the committee, was adopted. If
Madison's clause had been taken as he wrote it, there would have been no occasion for the subsequent
struggle for complete religious freedom in Virginia, for it was so sweeping that any further progressive
action would have been redundant. The offering of this amendment was Madison's first important public act,
and his belief that it was right was the strongest belief he had at that time.
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From reader reviews:

James Adcock:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time
to take a go walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book called The
Writings of James Madison, 1769-1783? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You realize beside you can
spend your time with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you
have other opinion?

Nathaniel Cornelius:

The event that you get from The Writings of James Madison, 1769-1783 is a more deep you looking the
information that hide inside the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to understand but The Writings of James Madison, 1769-1783 giving you excitement feeling of
reading. The copy writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood simply by anyone who
read the item because the author of this book is well-known enough. This book also makes your own
personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We advise you for having this specific The Writings of James Madison, 1769-1783
instantly.

Kelly Gomes:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic within
the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost time/ holiday.
The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to consider look
for book, may be the e-book untitled The Writings of James Madison, 1769-1783 can be good book to read.
May be it could be best activity to you.

Ira Atwood:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get wide
range of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not just a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the book
you have read is actually The Writings of James Madison, 1769-1783.
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