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In most accounts, literature of the nineteenth century compulsively tells the story of the individual and
interiority. But amidst the newly dense social landscapes of modernity, with London as the first city of one
million inhabitants, this literature also sought to represent those unknown and unmet: strangers. Focusing on
the ways that both Victorian literature and modern social thought responded to an emergent "society of
strangers," The Comfort of Strangers argues for a new relation between literary form and the socially dense
environments of modernity, insisting upon strangers in these works not as alienating, fearsome others, but a
relatively banal yet transformative fact of everyday life, the dark matter of the nineteenth-century social
universe.

Taking up "the literature of social density," Gage McWeeny engages with a range of generically diverse
works from the age of Victorian sympathy to illuminate surprising investments in ephemeral relations,
anonymity, and social distance. Life amidst strangers on urban streets and markets produced new social
experiences, both alluring and fearsome, and McWeeny shows how realist literary form is remade by the
relational possibilities offered by the impersonal intimacy of life among those unknown and the power of
weak social ties. Reading works by Charles Dickens, Matthew Arnold, George Eliot, Oscar Wilde, and
Henry James, he discovers a species of Victorian sociality not imagined under J.S. Mill's description in On
Liberty of society as a crowd impinging upon the individual. Instead, McWeeny mines nineteenth-century
literature's sociological imagination to reveal a set of works diverted by and into intensities located in
strangers and the modern forms of sociality they emblematize.

Treating seriously the preference for the many over the few, the impersonal intimacy of strangers over those
who are friends and acquaintances, The Comfort of Strangers shows how literature and sociology together
produced modern understandings of the social, opening up canonical works of the nineteenth century to a
host of strange, new meanings.
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From reader reviews:

Ismael Black:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled The Comfort of
Strangers: Social Life and Literary Form? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You know beside you can
spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it is
opinion or you have various other opinion?

Wendy Lambert:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great and also important the book The Comfort of Strangers:
Social Life and Literary Form. All type of book could you see on many resources. You can look for the
internet sources or other social media.

Edward Orr:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This The Comfort of Strangers: Social Life and Literary Form book is readable
simply by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable
examining experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer
connected with The Comfort of Strangers: Social Life and Literary Form content conveys the idea easily to
understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different
such as it. So , do you still thinking The Comfort of Strangers: Social Life and Literary Form is not loveable
to be your top record reading book?

Sena Meyer:

This book untitled The Comfort of Strangers: Social Life and Literary Form to be one of several books that
best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit into it.
You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retailer or you can order it by means of online. The
publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this
book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this guide from your list.
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