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What if there had been no World War I or no Russian Revolution? What if Napoleon had won at Waterloo in
1815, or if Martin Luther had not nailed his complaints to the church door at Wittenberg in 1517, or if the
South had won the American Civil War? The questioning of apparent certainties or "known knowns" can be
fascinating and, indeed, "What if?" books are very popular. However, this speculative approach, known as
counterfactualism, has had limited impact in academic histories, historiography, and the teaching of
historical methods. In this book, Jeremy Black offers a short guide to the subject, one that is designed to
argue its value as a tool for public and academe alike. Black focuses on the role of counterfactualism in
demonstrating the part of contingency, and thus human agency, in history, and the salutary critique the
approach offers to determinist accounts of past, present, and future.
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From reader reviews:

Tonya Deschamps:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other is high.
For you who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of Other Pasts, Different Presents,
Alternative Futures book as beginning and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually more than
just a book.

Alberto Benson:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what
kind of reserve you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want
sense happy read one along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular Other
Pasts, Different Presents, Alternative Futures is kind of book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Ruth Westlund:

Other Pasts, Different Presents, Alternative Futures can be one of your beginning books that are good idea.
Most of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that may increase
your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the
information. The writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into delight arrangement in writing
Other Pasts, Different Presents, Alternative Futures but doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the
hottest and also based confirm resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great
information can certainly drawn you into fresh stage of crucial thinking.

Theresa Kuykendall:

You will get this Other Pasts, Different Presents, Alternative Futures by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just
viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of
this guide are various. Not only through written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by means of e-
book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what
your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose suitable
ways for you.
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