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From the age of Darwin to the present day, biologists have been grappling with the origins of our moral
sense. Why, if the human instinct to survive and reproduce is “ selfish,” do people engage in self-sacrifice,
and even develop ideas like virtue and shame to justify that altruism? Many theories have been put forth,
some emphasizing the role of nepotism, others emphasizing the advantages of reciprocation or group
selection effects. But evolutionary anthropologist Christopher Boehm finds existing explanations lacking,
and in Moral Origins, he offers an elegant new theory.

Tracing the development of altruism and group social control over 6 million years, Boehm argues that our
moral sense is a sophisticated defense mechanism that enablesindividuals to survive and thrive in groups.
One of the biggest risks of group living is the possibility of being punished for our misdeeds by those around
us. Bullies, thieves, free-riders, and especially psychopaths—those who make it difficult for othersto go
about their lives—are the most likely to suffer this fate. Getting by requires getting along, and this social
type of selection, Boehm shows, singles out altruists for survival. This selection pressure has been uniquein
shaping human nature, and it bred the first stirrings of conscience in the human species. Ultimately, it led to
the fully developed sense of virtue and shame that we know today.

A groundbreaking exploration of the evolution of human generosity and cooperation, Moral Origins offers
profound insight into humanity’ s moral past—and how it might shape our moral future.
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From reader reviews:
L ea Severino:

The publication with title Moral Origins: The Evolution of Virtue, Altruism, and Shame has alot of
information that you can learn it. Y ou can get alot of profit after read this book. That book exist new know-
how the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world right now. That is
important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you with new era
of the globalization. Y ou can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you
want.

Thomas Taylor:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic asin
the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be Moral Origins. The Evolution of Virtue, Altruism,
and Shame why because the excellent cover that make you consider concerning the content will not
disappoint an individual. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Y our reading 6th
sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Julio Canfidld:

The book untitled Moral Origins: The Evolution of Virtue, Altruism, and Shame contain alot of information
onit. The writer explains your ex idea with easy way. The language is very clear and understandable all the
people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read that. The book was written by famous author. The author
will bring you in the new age of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can read on your
smart phone, or model, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book,
you can open their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice study.

Edith Manning:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. Y ou can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of
news. In this particular modern eralike currently, many ways to get information are available for you
actually. From media social just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book,
new and comic. Y ou can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open
your book? Or just trying to find the Moral Origins: The Evolution of Virtue, Altruism, and Shame when you
essential it?
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