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The Holy Roman Empire lasted a thousand years, far longer than ancient Rome. Yet this formidable
dominion never inspired the awe of its predecessor. Voltaire distilled the disdain of generations when he
quipped it was neither holy, Roman, nor an empire. Yet as Peter Wilson shows, the Holy Roman Empire tells
a millennial story of Europe better than the histories of individual nation-states. And its legacy can be seen
today in debates over the nature of the European Union.

Heart of Europe traces the Empire from its origins within Charlemagne’s kingdom in 800 to its demise in
1806. By the mid-tenth century its core rested in the German kingdom, and ultimately its territory stretched
from France and Denmark to Italy and Poland. Yet the Empire remained stubbornly abstract, with no fixed
capital and no common language or culture. The source of its continuity and legitimacy was the ideal of a
unified Christian civilization, but this did not prevent emperors from clashing with the pope over
supremacy?the nadir being the sack of Rome in 1527 that killed 147 Vatican soldiers.

Though the title of Holy Roman Emperor retained prestige, rising states such as Austria and Prussia wielded
power in a way the Empire could not. While it gradually lost the flexibility to cope with political, economic,
and social changes, the Empire was far from being in crisis until the onslaught of the French revolutionary
wars, when a crushing defeat by Napoleon at Austerlitz compelled Francis II to dissolve his realm.
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From reader reviews:

Bobby Townsend:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept Heart of Europe: A
History of the Holy Roman Empire suitable to you? The particular book was written by renowned writer in
this era. Often the book untitled Heart of Europe: A History of the Holy Roman Empireis one of several
books which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you
read this guide you will enter the new shape that you ever know prior to. The author explained their thought
in the simple way, so all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this book. This book will give you a
lot of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Jeffrey Thibodeaux:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Heart of Europe: A History
of the Holy Roman Empire which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
notice.

Julian Eaton:

You can obtain this Heart of Europe: A History of the Holy Roman Empire by check out the bookstore or
Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties to your knowledge.
Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by simply written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this
book by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your book. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Rhonda Silva:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Heart of Europe: A History of the Holy
Roman Empire was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Heart of
Europe: A History of the Holy Roman Empire has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teens. For
example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. So ,
not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the
best book for you personally and try to like reading this.
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