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For readers of Unbroken and Flags of Our Fathers, The Mailbox is a sympathetic portrayal of veterans
and the burdens they carry throughout their lives.

   Vernon Culligan had been dead to the town of Draydon, Virginia, so long that when the crusty Vietnam vet
finally died, only one person noticed. Twelve-year-old Gabe grew up in the foster care system until a social
worker located his Uncle Vernon two years before. When he comes home to discover that his uncle has died
of a heart attack, he's terrifed of going back into the system--so he tells no one. The next day, he discovers a
strange note in his mailbox:
   I HAVE A SECRET. DO NOT BE AFRAID.
   And his uncle's body is gone.
   Thus begins a unique correspondence destined to save the two people that depended on Vernon for
everything. Through flashbacks, we learn about Gabe and Vernon's relationship, and how finding each other
saved them both from lives of suffering. But eventually, Vernon's death will be discovered, and how will
Gabe and the mystery note writer learn to move forward?
   The Mailbox is not a story about death--though it begins with a death. It's also not a story about Vietnam
vets, although the author works with Vietnam veterans and wrote this novel, in part, to illuminate their
sacrifices and suffering. The Mailbox is a story about connections--about how two people in need can save
each other.

Praise for The Mailbox:

Junior Library Guild Selection
A Bank Street College Best Children's Books of the Year
A Librarians' Choices Booklist Selection

“Shafer’s narrative is heartfelt, earnest and moving. . . and conveys the power of memory to help heal
wounds.”—Kirkus Reviews

“Warm and moving, it is an evocative picture of the weblike nature of human existence and the
interconnectedness of seemingly disparate experiences.”—School Library Journal

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Parker:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book The Mailbox. You can choose the best book if
you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about how is important any book The Mailbox. You can add
expertise and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because from book you
can realize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple point until
wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can open a book or even searching by internet
gadget. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's go through.

Rudy Hendren:

This book untitled The Mailbox to be one of several books which best seller in this year, honestly, that is
because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in
the book store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no
reason to your account to past this book from your list.

James Koenig:

The reserve untitled The Mailbox is the guide that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of
the reserve content that will be shown to you. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing
something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of investigation when write the book, therefore
the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book
of The Mailbox from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Alice Hille:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get
large amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you
got when the spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the particular book you have read
will be The Mailbox.
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