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The Hell-Fire Clubs scandalized eighteenth-century English society. Rumors of their orgies, recruitment of
prostitutes, extensive libraries of erotica, extreme rituals, and initiation ceremonies circulated widely at the
time, only to become more sensational as generations passed. This thoroughly researched book sets aside the
exaggerated gossip about the secret Hell-Fire Clubs and brings to light the first accurate portrait of their
membership (including John Wilkes, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and the Prince of Wales), beliefs,
activities, and the reasons for their proliferation, first in the British Isles and later in America, possibly under
the auspices of Benjamin Franklin.

Hell-Fire Clubs operated under a variety of titles, but all attracted similar members—mainly upper-class men
with abundant leisure and the desire to shock society. The book explores the social and economic context in
which the clubs emerged and flourished; their various phases, which first involved violence as an assertion of
masculinity, then religious blasphemy, and later sexual indulgence; and the countermovement that eventually
suppressed them. Uncovering the facts behind the Hell-Fire legends, this book also opens a window on the
rich contradictions of the Enlightenment period.
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From reader reviews:

Harriet White:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a guide. Book
has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Beside that
you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book The Hellfire Clubs: Sex, Satanism and Secret
Societies will make you to become smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about
every thing. But some of you think in which open or reading any book make you bored. It is not make you
fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or acceptable book with you?

Bernard Walker:

The actual book The Hellfire Clubs: Sex, Satanism and Secret Societies will bring someone to the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try to
find new book you just read, this book very acceptable to you. The book The Hellfire Clubs: Sex, Satanism
and Secret Societies is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from the official web
site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Yvonne Matz:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day
every day to reading a book. The book The Hellfire Clubs: Sex, Satanism and Secret Societies it doesn't
matter what good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These were enjoying
reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy often the e-
book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this
book provides high quality.

April Miller:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book The Hellfire Clubs: Sex, Satanism and Secret Societies
was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Hellfire Clubs: Sex,
Satanism and Secret Societies has many kinds or category. Start from kids until youngsters. For example
Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book
usually are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for
you and try to like reading that.
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