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A Modern History of Japan: From Tokugawa Times to the Present, Second Edition, paints a richly nuanced
and strikingly original portrait of the last two centuries of Japanese history. It takes students from the days of
the shogunate--the feudal overlordship of the Tokugawa family--through the modernizing revolution
launched by midlevel samurai in the late nineteenth century; the adoption of Western hairstyles, clothing,
and military organization; and the nation's first experiments with mass democracy after World War I. Author
Andrew Gordon offers the finest synthesis to date of Japan's passage through militarism, World War II, the
American occupation, and the subsequent economic rollercoaster.
The true ingenuity and value of Gordon's approach lies in his close attention to the non-elite layers of
society. Here students will see the influence of outside ideas, products, and culture on home life, labor
unions, political parties, gender relations, and popular entertainment. The book examines Japan's struggles to
define the meaning of its modernization, from villages and urban neighborhoods, to factory floors and
middle managers' offices, to the imperial court. Most importantly, it illuminates the interconnectedness of
Japanese developments with world history, demonstrating how Japan's historical passage represents a
variation of a process experienced by many nations and showing how the Japanese narrative forms one part
of the interwoven fabric of modern history. This second edition incorporates increased coverage of both
Japan's role within East Asia--particularly with China, Korea, and Manchuria--as well as expanded
discussions of cultural and intellectual history.
With a sustained focus on setting modern Japan in a comparative and global context, A Modern History of
Japan, Second Edition, is ideal for undergraduate courses in modern Japanese history, Japanese politics,
Japanese society, or Japanese culture.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Bauer:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the book entitled A Modern History of Japan: From Tokugawa Times to the Present,
2nd Edition. Try to make the book A Modern History of Japan: From Tokugawa Times to the Present, 2nd
Edition as your close friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you sense alone and beside
associated with course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book
makes you more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we should make new
experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Efrain Floyd:

This A Modern History of Japan: From Tokugawa Times to the Present, 2nd Edition is great book for you
because the content and that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and have to
make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it info accurately using great manage word or we can
point out no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole details in it.
Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with attractive
delivering sentences. Having A Modern History of Japan: From Tokugawa Times to the Present, 2nd Edition
in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that
no guide that offer you world in ten or fifteen minute right but this guide already do that. So , this can be
good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that?

Jeffrey Bumgardner:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This particular A Modern History of Japan: From
Tokugawa Times to the Present, 2nd Edition can give you a lot of buddies because by you taking a look at
this one book you have matter that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. That book
can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that possibly your
friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than different make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let
us have A Modern History of Japan: From Tokugawa Times to the Present, 2nd Edition.

Richard Dean:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This particular book A Modern History of Japan: From
Tokugawa Times to the Present, 2nd Edition was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website. As
we know that book A Modern History of Japan: From Tokugawa Times to the Present, 2nd Edition has many
kinds or genre. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can
read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally make you



bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like
reading that will.
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