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As ancient literature and a cornerstone of the Christian faith, the New Testament has exerted a powerful
religious and cultural impact. But how much do we really know about its origins? Who were the people who
actually wrote the sacred texts that became part of the Christian Bible? The New Testament: A Very Short
Introduction authoritatively addresses these questions, offering a fresh perspective on the underpinnings of
this profoundly influential collection of writings.
In this concise, engaging book, noted New Testament scholar Luke Timothy Johnson takes readers on a
journey back to the time of the early Roman Empire, when the New Testament was written in ordinary Greek
(koine) by the first Christians. The author explains how the Gospels, Acts of the Apostles, and Revelation
evolved into the canon of sacred writings for the Christian religion, and how they reflect a reinterpretation of
the symbolic world and societal forces of first-century Greco-Roman and Jewish life. Equally important,
readers will find both a positive and critical reading of the New Testament--one that looks beyond its
theological orientation to reveal an often-surprising diversity of viewpoints. This one-of-a-kind introduction
engages four distinct dimensions of the earliest Christian writings--anthropological, historical, religious, and
literary--to provide readers with a broad conceptual and factual framework. In addition, the book takes an in-
depth look at compositions that have proven to be particularly relevant over the centuries, including Paul's
letters to the Corinthians and Romans and the Gospels of John, Mark, Matthew, and Luke.
Ideal for general readers and students alike, this fascinating resource characterizes the writing of the New
Testament not as an unknowable abstraction or the product of divine intervention, but as an act of human
creativity by people whose real experiences, convictions, and narratives shaped modern Christianity.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Robertson:

With other case, little men and women like to read book The New Testament: A Very Short Introduction.
You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about how is important
any book The New Testament: A Very Short Introduction. You can add information and of course you can
around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can know everything! From
your country right up until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing it
is possible to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or even searching by internet product. It is
called e-book. You may use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's learn.

Cheree Kramer:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this The New Testament: A Very Short
Introduction book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this
book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Holly Sheehan:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept The New
Testament: A Very Short Introduction suitable to you? Often the book was written by renowned writer in this
era. The book untitled The New Testament: A Very Short Introductionis a single of several books this
everyone read now. This book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this guide you will
enter the new shape that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their concept in the simple way, so
all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this book. This book will give you a lots of information
about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world within this book.

Wayne Joseph:

You can get this The New Testament: A Very Short Introduction by visit the bookstore or Mall. Only
viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for ones knowledge.
Kinds of this guide are various. Not only through written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book
simply by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your e-
book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to
choose right ways for you.
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